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designation was abolished by the decree of Pombal.103 The conse-
quence was that, with the loss of religions uniformity, they became
forgetful of themselves." 104 In essence the Jewish problem in Portu-
gal was always an economic one, created by the irritating presence
of a powerful suction-mechanism operating upon the majority of the
people, not only to the benefit of the Israelite minority, but to that of
the great plutocratic interests in general.105 The interests of the kings,
the great lords, and the religious orders.

Thus have historical circumstances shaped the Jews. Max Weber
attributes their development into a commerical people to a ritualistic
determinism, which after their exile forbade their settling in any land
and becoming tillers of the soil. Weber stresses what he sees as the
dualism of their commercial ethics, permitting them two attitudes,
one for their coreligionists and one for strangers.106 It was natural that
such exclusiveness should give rise to economic hatreds. This goes
to explain the protection that was accorded them by the kings and big
landed proprietors, and in the shadow of this protection they pros-
pered into large-scale plutocrats and capitalists. Concentrating in the
cities and maritime ports, they contributed to the victory of the
bourgeoisie over the great agricultural landowners, who were allied
with the Church rather than with the crown. But it is interesting to
observe that even the landed gentry, when weakened by the mari-
time, anti-feudal policy of the sovereigns, did not hesitate to seek a
revivifying strength in the Israelite plutocracy, through the dowries
brought them by wealthy Jewish brides. The blood of the best of
Portugal's nobility thus mingled with that of the Hebraic plutocracy

103 Pombal,   Portuguese    Minister      stance happened to identify the Por-
(1750-77), not only declared the In-      tuguese Jew with mercantilism and
dians in Brazil to be free men, but at      "plutocracy" in this era, and at times
home banished the Jesuits, abolished      cast him in the role of oppressor, or
the Inquisition, and introduced other      seeming oppressor, the ally of the
sweeping reforms. (Translator.)               powerful against the "little people";

104 Mario Saa: A Invasao dos Judeus     but to  assume from this that the
(The Invasion of the Jews) (Lisbon,     author regards such attributes as per-
1924).                                                            manent racial ones is to contradict the

105 In connection with Freyre's dis-     very method of historical determin-
cussion of the Jews in Portugal, the      ism that he professes and so con-
reader should bear in mind that what      sistently endeavors to practice. It may
he is striving for, here as elsewhere      also be recalled that Karl Marx, him-
throughput his work, is the rigorous     self a Jew, had equally harsh, if not
objectivity of the social scientist. One      harsher, things to say on this subject,
may recall, for example, the harsh      (Translator,)

things he has already had to say about 10<5 Max Weber: General Economic
the Portuguese (see p. 185 f.) and the History (translation) (New York,
Jesuit (see p. 173). Historical circum- 1927).